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NOTES AND NEWS 



M. Henri Poujcarb's lecture at the Sorbonne on April 12 was as bril- 
liant as it was instructive. He dealt mainly with the constitution of 
matter, and drew the attention of his hearers, the French Physical Society, 
to the objective reality of the chemical atom, which he considers to be now 
beyond dispute. He made a bold comparison of the free electrons within 
the atom to comets, while considering the tied electrons as equivalent to 
the fixed stars, and accepted the magneton of M. Weiss as the third com- 
ponent of matter. Hence, he said, we must consider the atom, if we 
accept the most probable hypotheses current, not as a system whose move- 
ments are ordered and ruled by definite laws, but as a world where reigns 
a disordered agitation of elements delivered over to chance. Yet this 
world is rigorously closed to us at present, and every atom constitutes, 
according to him, an " individual." M. Poincar^'s lecture will do much to 
clarify the views of inquirers into the subject, and it is to be hoped that 
during his forthcoming visit to this country he may repeat some of the 
conclusions announced in it. — Athenaeum, April 27. 

Professor William James's letters are being collected for biographical 
purposes, and any one who has any of his letters can render assistance that 
will be highly appreciated by addressing Henry James, Jr., 95 Irving St., 
Cambridge, Mass. Casual or brief letters may have an interest or im- 
portance not apparent to the person preserving them; and news of the 
whereabouts of any of the late William James's letters will be gratefully 
received. 



